
Establishment checks: shed

Do you have enough Apideas to hand for 
the expected number of ripe queen cells?

Are the Apideas completely assembled?

Are the red grille and feeder queen 
excluder in place?

Are the frames in and do they have 
starter strips in them?

Is there a new feed cartridge in the 
feeder, and does it have a cut lid?

Is the crownboard fitted with the 
flap/hole in the correct place?

Have you tested that your frames are 
correctly orientated to accommodate 
your queen cells?

Is there a pin in place to hold the 
entrance slider shut?

Do you have the collecting box, cup, and 
water spray?

Do you need to take a board or other flat
surface to work on in the apiary?
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Establishment checks: apiary

Identify the donor colony (or colonies) 
you are taking workers from

Double-check the number of ripe queen 
cells, i.e. the number of Apideas needed

Are all entrance sliders pinned shut?

Invert the Apideas on a flat surface, 
with their floors slid fully open

Place the filling cup by the Apideas

Now begin collecting workers from donors...
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